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On the influence of English on Huayu Vocabulary from the
Phenomenon of “Abandoning the Small Word and Taking the Big Word”
Diao Yanbin

Abstract “Abandoning the small word and taking the big word” means that in the specific use
of vocabulary words with larger semantic meaning and scope of use are used to replace words with
specific meaning and relatively small scope of use which is a very characteristic phenomenon in Hu—
ayu. Starting with this phenomenon and through the analysis of specific examples this paper proves
the close relationship between the phenomenon and the influence of English. The final conclusion is
that some of the phenomenon of “abandoning the small word and taking the big word” comes from
the direct influence of English vocabulary on Huayu. Therefore this is also a good window to ob-
serve the influence of English on Huayu or “Europeanization of Huayu”.

Key words: Huayu; English; vocabulary; the phenomenon of “abandoning the small word and
taking the big word”.
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