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On the Influence of Southern Dialects on Huayu Vocabulary from the Phenomenon
of “Replacing the Small Word with the Big One”

DIAO Yanbin
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: “Replacing the Small Word with the Big One” means using words or morphemes with larger
semantic ranges to replace those with relatively small semantic ranges in a specific context. It is a unique
characteristic of Huayu and is directly related to the influence of Southern dialects. This paper selects typical
cases from words and morphemes as examples to explain the phenomenon. It is beneficial to Huayu research
to take the perspective of the phenomenon of “Replacing the Small Word with the Big One” and its
relationship with dialects. It can promote the excavation and sorting of relevant language facts, as well as the
multidimansional researches combined with language facts.

Key Words: huayu; southern dialects; “Replacing the Small Word with the Big One”
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