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On the Foreign Transplant Meaning in Chinese Vocabulary:
A Case Study of Malaysian Mandarin

DIAO Yanbin

Abstract: The extensive use of the large number of foreign transplant meanings that
are opposite to the self-derived extended meanings in Malaysian Mandarin are very worthy
of special attention. This paper first uses the common word “ ( take) ” in Malaysian
Mandarin as an example to analyze and describe its foreign transplant meaning and related
usages. Then it analyzes the causes of foreign transplant meaning from the perspectives of
English influence and condition of Malaysian Mandarin. Finally it discusses the impact of
foreign transplant meanings on Malaysian Mandarin vocabulary including enrichment of
lexical meanings of Malaysian Mandarin triggering of internal adjustment of the semantic
system of Malaysian Mandarin and making the difference between lexical meanings of
Malaysian Mandarin and Putonghua.
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