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A Diachronic View on the Study of Language Differences across the Taiwan Strait
Diao Yanbin

Abstract; Starting from the “historical difference” and the “realistic difference” of the languages across the
Taiwan Strait, this paper puts forward a diachronic view on the study of language differences across the
Taiwan Strait. “Historical difference” refers to the difference of the past, while “realistic difference” refers to
the difference of the present. Under the condition and against the background that cross-strait languages are
evolving from difference to convergence. the connotation and scope of the two are not the same, which are
precisely the result of the diachronic development of cross-strait languages and their relationship. The
diachronic view on the study of cross-strait language differences is a further refinement and deepening of the
research mode of “difference-convergence”, which not only attaches great importance to the “beginning” of a
synchronic plane, but also emphasizes the “following” of a diachronic level.

Key words: both sides of the Taiwan Strait, language contrast, diachronic study
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