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Europeanization of Chinese and Europeanized Chinese:

A review of the history of Chinese in the past 100 years
DIAO Yan-bin

(School of Chinese Language and Literature ,Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract: It is very worthy of reviewing and summarizing the history of Chinese in the past 100
years, while “Europeanization” is a very good point of departure. This paper gives an analysis of the
history of Chinese in the past 100 years and expounds the connotations of Europeanization from three
aspects: the scope of “European”, the specific content of Europeanization and its “positive aspects”
and “negative aspects”. It discusses the history of “Europeanization” through the translations of Bud-
dhist scriptures since the Han and Wei dynasties and the translation activities of the Western mission-
aries coming to China in early modern times. It finally verifies the truth that the Europeanized classical
Chinese was an objective existence in terms of translation and Chinese writing, and then discusses its
close relationship with the Europeanized vernacular and modern Chinese.

Key words: FEuropeanization; modern Chinese; history of modern Chinese
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