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Centenary Written Chinese and Modernization Movement of
Chinese Language: History Reality and Reflection

—— To Commemorate the 100 th Anniversary Modern Chinese

Diao Yanbin
( School of Chinese Language and Literature Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: This paper discusses the causal relationship and performances between centenary modern written Chi—
nese and modernization of Chinese language from two aspects of history and reality and makes some reflections on
this basis. In the modernization of Chinese language and its background under the demand of revolutionization
and popularization modern written Chinese has gone through three stages: preliminary accomplishment
preliminary reform and thorough reform and finally formed its protruding characteristics of colloquialism. The a—
bove-mentioned features show that there are few classical vocabulary and more dialect vocabulary in terms of vo—
cabulary showing the stylistic features of modern Chinese which prefer to vulgarity and are far away from ele—
gant. Based on the above understanding and the mutual view of centenary modern written Chinese and moderniza—
tion of Chinese language this paper makes a preliminary reflection on the three aspects of the unity and pluralism
of the target appeal the instrumentality and economy and the relationship between the vernacular and classical
Chinese we hold that Chinese language modernization movement itself should also keep pace with the times the
study of mutual view with written Chinese should be carried out continuously.

Key words: Chinese language modernization; Modern written Chinese; Unity of speech and writing; Colloquialism
of written Chinese
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