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A diachronic study of language convergence across the Taiwan Strait
DIAO Yan-bin

(School of Literature , Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Both diversity and convergence exist in the common language across the Taiwan Strait. In
the aspect of convergence, the mainland of China has experienced two stages: the introduction stage
and the gradual saturation stage. While in Taiwan of China, the two stages are the derogatory intro-
duction stage and the neutral introduction stage, and there is an obvious development process from
quoting to absorbing. Initially the convergence showed a M~to-T tendency. And it has now achieved a
basic balance. Putonghua and Taiwan Mandarin are currently in a positive two-way interaction.

Key words: across the Taiwan Strait; common national language; Putonghua; Taiwan Mandarin
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