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Concept of pluralism in understanding Chinese

as the modern common language of the Han people
DIAO Yan-bin

(School of Literature , Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: This paper brings up the concept of pluralism in understanding Chinese as the modern
common language of the Han people. It refers to the following three aspects: firstly, its diverse con-
notations which refer to both the spoken and written language as well as their relations with the char-
acteristics of diversity; secondly, its distribution is diverse, not only in the four areas of the main-
land, Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan of China, but also in other overseas Chinese-inhabited areas
with their own features; thirdly, it has diverse sources for both spoken and written Chinese which are
not synchronic in development. This concept of pluralism advocates that the study of a common lan-
guage should adopt both the diachronic and synchronic approaches as well as an integrated approach.

Key words: national common language; mandarin; Putonghua
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