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On Passive Sentences with Positive Meaning in Contemporary
Chinese—"Huo” Sentences

DIAO Yan-bin
(Arts Department, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: “Huo” sentences, which possesses a positive meaning, has the same side with “Bei” sentences. However, their
differences are also clear, mainly reflected in fellow four aspects; semantic orientation, the actual situation between markers “Bei”
and “Huo” , usage differences and classical differences. In modern Chinese stage, the usage of “Huo” sentences experienced a
process from more to less, then from less to more, and increased sharply in recent years, which can be attributed to three reasons:
firstly, influenced by Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao; secondly, driven by the demands for innovation; thirdly, met the demands
for rigorous and rich expressions. In contemporary Chinese, passive sentences have been experiencing a process of continuous sepa-
ration and integration, and show a clear tendency of tri-separation among “Bei/Huo/Zao” sentences. A new tripolar opposition lay-
out has already been set, which shows our language has been developing into a precious and rigorous direction on one hand, it also
demonstrates a conscious choice by language users on the other hand.

Key words:; contemporary Chinese; passive sentences; “Huo” sentences



