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A Survey of Sound- Based Words in Contemporary Chinese

DIAO Yanbin
School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract: Sound-based words involve intentionally reconstructing the existing words to gain new forms
and meanings by using Chinese homonyms. They can be formed by referring to those words with the same
meaning, half new or brand new meaning. Sound—based words have the following characteristics: firstly, high—
lighting images with animal names; secondly, expanding the connotation of words; thirdly, possessing a sense
of joke; fourthly, showing a tendency to word clusters; fifthly, covering words and speeches. Now sound—based
words are generally limited to the cyber—world, but some have entered daily language. From the perspective of
lexicology, sound-based words embody the most active elements in contemporary Chinese lexicon, enriching
traditional ways of word formation and lexical research.
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