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Styles and features of vivid expressions in Taiwanese Mandarin
A contrastive study of the speech styles across the Taiwan Strait

DIAO Yan-bin
(Art Department , Beijing Normal University ,Beijing100875, China)

Abstract: The contrastive study of the speech styles as a part of the contrastive language studies
across the Taiwan Strait is fairly weak, and needs an urgent improvement. A stylistic study of the lin-
guistic differences across the Taiwan Strait can offer a new perspective and thus form a kind of new o-
verall concept for the realization of the final goals in such studies. The vivid expressions of Taiwanese
Mandarin are an important embodiment of the typical features of the overall speech style, which find
expression mainly in the creation of rhetorically new words and the rhetoric use of the existing words
with the following prominent features: metaphorical usages for actions and changes, and an obvious
tendency of anthropomorphic orientation marked by the features of universalization and routinization.
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