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Using Existing Words to Express New Meanings: a Kind of Commonly

Used Semantic Expansion Mode in Contemporary Chinese
DIAO Yan-bin
(School of Chinese Studies, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
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Abstract: Using existing words to express new meanings is the so-called" new wine in old bottles", it is the most unique
semantic expansion mode in contemporary Chinese. It can be divided into two kinds of rhetorical and non— rhetorical, the
former include homophone, metaphor, distortion, metonymy, euphemism and implicit form; the latter includes introduc-
tion, abbreviation and change the usage. The phenomenon of using existing words to express new meanings reflects the
rich variety of language psychology in contemporary, the psychology mainly includes using familiar words, pursuing the
change, analogy and play; it leads to homonym and polysemy relations between the new and old semantics. From the per-
spective of vocabulary development, using existing words to express new meanings has actually become an important way
in the development of contemporary Chinese vocabulary, it injected new content for the contemporary Chinese vocabulary,
and also brought new change for contemporary vocabulary development. From the perspective of vocabulary research to
view using existing words to express new meanings, we can get some new enlightenment for further studying the homo-

nym and polysemy problem.
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