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A Computation-based Comparative Study
on “Gender Meaning Overflow”in Translated Female Names
between the Mainland of China and Taiwan of China

DIAO Yan-bin''? & ZOU Zhen'

(1. School of Literature, Beijing Normal University . Beijing 100875, China;
2. Center for Study of Folk Customs, Ancient Codes and Records and Characters .
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; As an important phenomenon in translated female names, “gender meaning overflow”
shows many obvious differences in such names used in the Mainland of China and Taiwan of China.
This paper brings up the concept of “femininity degree”. After calculating more than 120,000 names
used in the Mainland of China, it has obtained the numeral value of “femininity degree” in female Chi-
nese names,and then it gives a quantitative analysis of the degree of “gender meaning overflow” in fe-
male translated terms used in the Mainland of China and Taiwan of China. In Taiwan the “femininity
degree” is higher, whether considered as a whole or individually, and the markers with a high score
are used more frequently and widely. All the following have effects on the gender meaning overflow of
translated female names, such as the use of male or neutral markers, the length of syllables and the
quantity and position of feminine words. The differences at the synchronic plane are produced in a dia-
chronic evolution, when Taiwan inherits the meaning overflow from the tradition of early modern Chi-
nese translation. Today, when the cross-strait languages are changing gradually from difference to-
wards integration, the translated female terms also show the trend of convergence.

Key words: both sides of the Taiwan Straits; translated term; meaning overflow; femininity degree
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