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The Contrast Study about ‘Zao( )~ Sentenses in the Four Places
across the Taiwan Strait

Abstract In Taiwan Hong Kong and Macao the “zao( )7 sentences which contains the
classical passive marker “zao” are very common and have diverse types thus forming an important
characteristic about passive sentences in the three places. Such cases are not common in the main—
land. The main reason is that the language there tends to be popular and colloquial. This form is the
most widely used in Taiwan mainly because Taiwan retains more elements of classical Chinese and
habits of expression. Compared with general passive sentences there are obvious differences in se—
mantic features use range style and complexity between them.

Key words the four places across the Taiwan Strait; passive sentences ‘zao( )~ sen—

tences
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