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“Hong Kong - style Chinese” and Early Modern Chinese
DIAO Yan - bin
( College of Chinese Language and Literature Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: In the comparative study of language in the Mainland and Hong Kong “Hong Kong — style Chinese” has
held great attention and hence related research results in abundance. However some people’s view on Hong Kong
Chinese is not clear even more ambiguous. The original of Hong Kong — style Chinese is early modern Chinese
namely the “Mandarin” in first half of last century which has very high similarity in both vocabulary and grammar.
Clarifying the relationship between Hong Kong — style Chinese and early modern Chinese contributes not only to the
Chinese history research but also to the correction of some incorrect understandings; Besides it can both reflect ear—
ly modern Chinese through Hong Kong — style Chinese and give extended application for the study about language
differences and fusion in the four places across the Taiwan Strait.

Key words: Hong Kong — style Chinese; early modern Chinese; the history of modern Chinese
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