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A Discussion about the “Morpheme Words” in Contemporary Chinese

DIAO Yan-bin
( College of Chinese Language and Literature Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: The intermediate state between language units is a universal objective existence such as the “phrase words” between
words and phrases. Similarly there are “morpheme words” between morpheme and word which is common in some kinds of
new words in modern Chinese. Their main feature is that they have a form of the word while not being able to be used independ—
ently to express a new meaning. The meaning of morpheme words in contemporary Chinese comes from three sources namely

the introduction from foreign languages generally extended and rhetorically extended. Establishing the concept of morpheme
words can not only help people to have more understanding and awareness of the new words in contemporary Chinese deepen
and expand the understanding of vocabulary generating and semantic development but also correct some incorrect and incom—
plete understandings and some incorrect word entries and interpretations in tool books. The increasing number of the morpheme
words and semantic meanings has a close relationship with the generation of new words and its further development is to generate

new words and new meanings.
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