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Zhu, Xiaonong; Jino, Nina. The retroflexed lateral approximant [ 1] in the Jincheng dialect:
An intermediate stage in the development of [ * ni] to [ v

The retroflexed lateral approximant [1] is a rarely seen sound in the world’s languages.
This paper reports the finding of the sound in Jincheng and neighboring Gaoping dialects in
Shanxi province. More interestingly, there are three liquid-approximants [1s4s 1] in the
Jincheng dialect. Based on the finding and other data, this paper explores the development of
Middle Chinese [ * ni] to modern retroflexed central vowel [a] which is widely distributed in
northern Chinese dialects.

Key Words;Retroflexed lateral approximant; retroflexed vowel; Jincheng dialect; his-

torical development

Diao, Yanbin. The Syllable Form of the Words in Modern Chinese: Changes and Development

This paper, within the framework of the history of Modern Chinese language. investi-
gates the following two questions on the basis of large language facts; differences in frequen-
cies of using the words of various syllable forms and syllable forms of the new words in dif-
ferent stages. Five figures in this paper provide rather detailed statistics data of the changes.

Key Words: the history of modern Chinese language; word; syllable; language change

Gan,Chunyan, She Language in Boluo: 20 years of sound change

Mao and Meng (1980) investigated the She language in Boluo. and published The She
language capsule. We conducted the field work of investigation in 2003 and 2004, and found
that this language has undergone some changes in the initials, rimes, finals and tones. which
will be discussed in the paper.

Key Words: She Language in Boluo; nearly extinct language; sound change

Liu, Aiju. The Diachronic Reason for the Synchronic Dispute Between Coordinative Conjunc-
tion and Concomitant Preposition in Chinese——A Case study of Grammaticalization of Ji

This paper probes into the origin and the grammaticalization process of coordinative con-
junction ji in Chinese to elucidate the diachronic reason for the synchronic dispute between
the coordinative conjunction and the concomitant preposition in Chinese. The paper claims
that this synchronic dispute reflects the diachronic evolution. Coordinative conjunction can
be divided into objective coordinative conjunction and subjective coordinative conjunction and
the time and the course of their grammaticalization are different.

Key Words; synchronic; diachronic; concomitant preposition; objective coordina-
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